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The suspension of 12 Opposition Members of Parliament from the Rajya Sabha for the entire winter 

session of Parliament, evidently an extreme step by Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu, has turned the spotlight on the 

use of disruption of proceedings as a parliamentary tactic. The Government and the Opposition should try and 

work a way out of this situation, but that may not resolve the underlying affliction of perennial conflict between 

the two sides. A guiding principle of parliamentary proceedings is that the majority, i.e. the Government, will have 

its way, and the minority, the Opposition, will have its say. This principle has been observed in its violation in India 

for several years now. As the principal Opposition in the years leading up to 2014, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

so disrupted Parliament that a majority government was rendered dysfunctional for years; since 2014, in power, 

the BJP has tinkered with parliamentary processes in a way that the Opposition has been pinned down. Bills are 

passed in a hurry and even amidst din; the scrutiny of Bills by committees and debates are few and far between. 

Also, the decision to suspend Members for their conduct in the previous monsoon session at the beginning of a 

new session seems excessively punitive. This is no defence of disruption in general or the behaviour of the 

particular MPs, but the punishment is only worsening the conflict, and not facilitating debate. 

Parliament is the platform where the executive is held accountable to the representatives of the people. 

That is where people’s representatives raise matters of public concern and seek the Government’s attention. The 

trend of weakening that process in the name of efficiency is not merely undermining the spirit of democracy; it is 

also landing the Government itself in a difficult spot as the mayhem that followed the hurried passage of three 

controversial farm laws last year shows. Parliamentary debates should not be viewed as a distraction or waste of 

time; they are a barometer of public mood and must be respected as such, by both the ruling side and the 

Opposition. Disruption as a brief, momentary reaction to a situation that demands debate is understandable, but 

as a sustained strategy, it is self-defeating. The absence of the Opposition will only leave the Government even 

more unchecked. It was the BJP’s Arun Jaitley who theorised on the legitimacy of disruptions as a parliamentary 

instrument. It is time to shun that idea. The Government must make amends to restore the function of Parliament 

by deferring to parliamentary mechanisms, and also through informal channels of communication with the 

Opposition. 

 

 evidently (adverb) – obviously, palpably, seemingly, 

apparently. 

 the spotlight (noun) – the public attention, the 

focus of public/media; the public eye. 

 turn the spotlight on (phrase) – to call attention to 

something. 

 tactic (noun) – strategy, plan, course of action. 

 the way out (noun) – a method of dealing with a 

problem; solution. 

 underlying (adjective) – fundamental, basic, 

central, elementary, primary, intrinsic. 

 affliction (noun) – trouble, hardship, misfortune, 

adversity, distress. 

 perennial (adjective) – everlasting, unending, 

endless, permanent. 

 guiding principles (noun) – a set of moral 

values/beliefs that helps you to make decisions in a 

difficult situation; guideline, principle. 

 have one’s way (phrase) – to do what one wants to 

do (in spite of opposition).  

 have one’s say (phrase) – to get chance to say what 

one thinks. 

 observe (verb) – comply with, abide by, obey, 

adhere to, conform to, respect, follow. 

 violation (noun) – breach, breaking, non-

observance. 

 lead up to (phrasal verb) – precede, come/go 

before, pave the way for; be the cause/reason of 

something. 

 render (verb) – make, cause to be, cause to 

become. 

 dysfunctional (adjective) – not functioning/working 

normally or properly; troubled, unsettled, flawed. 

 tinker with (verb) – try to improve, try to mend, 

work amateurishly on, play with, fool around with.   

 pin down (phrasal verb) – restrict, constrain, nail 

down. 

 pass (verb) – approve, vote for, accept, ratify, 

enact. 

 in a hurry (phrase) – in a rushed/quick/hurried 

manner. 

 amidst (preposition) – amid, in the middle of; 

during. 

 din (noun) – uproar, noise, commotion. 

 scrutiny (noun) – careful examination, analysis, 

review, inspection, investigation. 

 few and far between (phrase) – rare, infrequent, 

occasional, sporadic; scarce, meagre, insufficient 

 conduct (noun) – behaviour, way of behaving, 

performance. 

 punitive (adjective) – disciplinary, corrective, 

retributive. 
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 excessively (adjective) – inordinately, unduly, 

unnecessarily, unreasonably, absurdly, ridiculously, 

illogically, irrationally. 

 defence (noun) – protection, shielding, 

safeguarding. 

 worsen (verb) – deteriorate, aggravate, compound, 

intensify. 

 facilitate (verb) – make easy, make possible, 

enable, assist, help/aid. 

 the executive (noun) – the executive is a branch of 

government that enforces the law as written by the 

legislature and interpreted by the judiciary. 

 hold someone accountable for (phrase) – to 

consider someone responsible for something. 

 representative (noun) – a member of a legislature 

(parliament/legislative assembly); lawmaker, 

legislator. 

 matter of concern (phrase) – something which 

causes worry. 

 seek (verb) – try to obtain. 

 attention (noun) – awareness, notice, observation, 

recognition. 

 in the name of (phrase) – for the sake of, at the 

behest of. 

 merely (adverb) – only, simply, just. 

 spirit (noun) – real/true meaning, intention, 

essence, substance. 

 land (verb) – put. 

 in a spot (phrase) – in a difficult situation. 

 mayhem (noun) – disorder, turmoil, chaos, havoc, 

disorganization. 

 passage (noun) – enactment, passing, ratification, 

acceptance, approval.  

 distraction (noun) – disturbance, intrusion, 

interference, obstruction, hindrance. 

 barometer (noun) – measure, basis, standard, point 

of reference. 

 as such (phrase) – in itself, of itself, by itself, 

intrinsically. 

 momentary (adjective) – brief, short, temporary, 

quick, transitory. 

 sustained (adjective) – continuous, constant. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to achieve 

a more expansive set of political, economic, and 

security interests). 

 self-defeating (adjective) – futile, pointless, useless. 

 absence (noun) – non-existence, lack, 

unavailability. 

 unchecked (adjective) – uncontrolled, 

unconstrained, unrestricted. 

 theorize (verb) – speculate, postulate, formulate a 

theory, propose, posit. 

 legitimacy (noun) – legality, validity, lawfulness. 

 instrument (noun) – medium, mechanism, factor, 

channel, means (to achieve/attain something). 

 shun (verb) – avoid, ignore, reject, eschew, rebuff, 

refuse, decline. 

 make amends (phrase) – atone, make reparation, 

make up for. 

 defer to (verb) – acknowledge, admit, accept, 

submit, give way, give in, accede. 

 mechanism (noun) – procedure, process, method, 

technique, channel. 

********************************************************************************************* 

The latest GDP and GVA estimates from the National Statistical Office have affirmed that the economy is 

now on the path to recovery after last fiscal’s record contraction. Second quarter gross domestic product 

expanded 8.4%, rebounding from the year-earlier period’s 7.4% contraction. While the statistical advantage from 

the base effect surely aided the expansion, the economy appears to have gathered just enough momentum for 

GDP to post a marginal 0.3% growth even when compared with the second quarter of the pre-pandemic 2019-20 

fiscal year. The gross value added figures, which capture the extent of activity across the eight major formal 

sectors of the real economy, too underscore the improvement, with the July-September 2021 GVA figure of 

₹32.89-lakh crore registering a 0.5% expansion from the July-September period of 2019. Five of the eight sectors 

posted growth not just from the year-earlier quarter but also surpassed the pre-COVID-19 performance. 

Manufacturing, which has the second-largest share of GVA, appears to have regained traction and was the bulwark 

of GVA, logging a 3.9% expansion from the pre-pandemic second quarter of fiscal 2020. The key employment-

providing services categories, however, are yet to fully recover from the pandemic’s devastating impact, and along 

with construction, another major provider of jobs, lagged pre-pandemic levels by a cumulative ₹77,000 crore. With 
the potential impact of the Omicron variant a big unknown, the outlook here may stay hazy for now. 

A disaggregated view of the GDP data also reveals areas of concern that could undermine the recovery. 

Private final consumption expenditure that measures spending on everything from essentials to luxury goods and 

the entire gamut of services by all consumers, and has the largest share of GDP at 55%, is still treading water. The 

uncertainty induced by the pandemic, coupled with reduced or lost incomes, continues to depress demand and is 

mirrored in consumer spending still remaining 3.5% shy of the pre-COVID level. Government consumption 
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spending, which has often been a reliable alternative source of demand with a capacity to serve as a multiplier, is 

also well below the fiscal 2020 second quarter, possibly by design as the Centre seeks to consolidate its fiscal 

position. Unless aggregate demand strengthens, the heartening uptick in business investment, as reflected in the 

11% year-on-year jump in gross fixed capital formation, could come to naught with capacity additions remaining 

underutilised and corporate captains yet again tightening their purse strings. Manufacturing PMI data by IHS 

Markit has another salutary warning: rising input costs could force manufacturers to raise prices adding to the 

general inflationary pressures in the economy and undermine the recovery. Policy makers need to ramp up 

demand-supportive measures including increasing government spending to ensure that the recovery sustains and 

gains traction. 

 

 demand-supportive (adjective) – encouraging 

demand. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 Gross domestic product (GDP) (noun) – a measure 

of economic activity in a country. It is the total 

value of a country’s annual output of goods and 

services. 

 gross value added (GVA) (noun) – it is a measure of 

total output and income in the economy. It 

provides the rupee value for the amount of goods 

and services produced in an economy after 

deducting the cost of inputs and raw materials that 

have gone into the production of those goods and 

services. It also gives a sector-specific picture like 

what is the growth in an area, industry, or sector of 

an economy. On the other hand, GDP or gross 

domestic product is a measure of economic activity 

in a country. It is the total value of a country’s 

annual output of goods and services.  

 National Statistical Office (NSO) (noun) – The 

Ministry of Statistics and the Department of 

Programme Implementation has two wings, one 

relating to Statistics and the other Programme 

Implementation. The Statistics Wing called the 

National Statistical Office (NSO) gives considerable 

importance to coverage and quality aspects of 

statistics released in the country. The statistics 

released are based on administrative sources, 

surveys and censuses conducted by the Center and 

State Governments and non-official sources and 

studies. 

 affirm (verb) – uphold, ratify, validate, approve, 

endorse, consent to, assent to. 

 fiscal (noun) – financial year. 

 contraction (noun) – In economics, it refers to a 

decline in national output as measured by gross 

domestic product; economic decline (recession). 

 quarter (noun) – a period of three months 

(considered as one-fourth of a (financial) year). 

 rebound (verb) – recover, rally, pick up (from 

decline). 

 base effect (noun) – it relates to inflation in the 

corresponding period of the previous year, if the 

inflation rate was too low in the corresponding 

period of the previous year, even a smaller rise in 

the Price Index will arithmetically give a high rate of 

inflation now. 

 aid (verb) – help, assist, support, give assistance to, 

lend a hand to. 

 expansion (noun) – increase, growth, development. 

 gather momentum (phrase) – be more effective; 

become more successful; thrive, prosper. 

 marginal (adjective) – small, minor, insignificant. 

 pre-pandemic (noun) – before the pandemic. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 

disease; The illness spreads around the world and 

typically affects a large number of people across a 

wide area. 

 formal sector/organized sector (noun) – formal 

economy; it is the part of an economy that is taxed, 

or monitored by any form of government. 

 informal/unorganized sector (noun) – informal 

economy, grey economy; it is the part of an 

economy that is neither taxed nor monitored by 

any form of government. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 core sector/industries (noun) – the eight industries 

comprising electricity, steel, refinery products, 

crude oil, coal, cement, natural gas and fertilizers 

are classified as core sector industries. 

 surpass (verb) – exceed, excel, be greater than, be 

better than. 

 traction (noun) – popularity, acceptance; purchase, 

grip. 

 bulwark (noun) – support; protection, guard. 

 log (verb) – register, record; make, attain. 

 devastating (adjective) – damaging; destructive, 

ruinous, disastrous. 

 along with (phrase) – together with, accompanying. 

 lag (verb) – fall behind, fall back, trail behind, linger, 

delay, move slowly. 

 cumulative (adjective) – total, collective, aggregate. 
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 potential (adjective) – possible, likely, prospective, 

future, probable.  

 variant (noun) – different or form or version or 

mutant of something (virus). 

 outlook (noun) – prospects, expectations, hopes, 

lookout, future. 

 hazy (adjective) – indistinct, unclear, ill-defined. 

 for now (phrase) – for the time being, for the 

present, for the moment. 

 disaggregated (adjective) – separated, divided; 

relating to a disaggregated data. 

 disaggregated data (noun) – a data that has been 

broken down by detailed sub-categories, for 

example by marginalised group, gender, region or 

level of education. 

 private consumption or consumption expenditure 

(noun) – the spending by households (consumers) 

on goods and services, excluding new housing. 

 luxury/upmarket goods (noun) – goods which are 

deemed/considered as expensive ( & non-essential) 

and are associated with wealthy or affluent people, 

for example luxury jewelry, watches, designer 

apparel and footwear and luxury travel goods, etc. 

 sin/demerit goods (noun) – goods which are 

deemed/considered as harmful to society and 

individuals, for example alcohol and tobacco, etc. 

 gamut (noun) – range, spectrum, scope, series. 

 tread water (phrase) – to make no progress (but 

maintains a position constantly). 

 uncertainty (noun) – unpredictability, unreliability, 

riskiness/precariousness. 

 induce (verb) – bring about, cause, produce, effect, 

create. 

 (be) couple with (verb) – combine, integrate, 

connect, incorporate, link. 

 depress (verb) – slow down, reduce, diminish. 

 mirror (verb) – reflect, reproduce, imitate; follow. 

 shy of (phrasal verb) – less than; short of. 

 consumer spending (noun) – the acquisition 

(buying/procuring) of goods and services by 

individuals or families. 

 public expenditure/spending or government 

expenditure/spending (noun) – money spent by 

the government. 

 multiplier (noun) – a factor that increases the base 

value of something else. 

 possibly (adverb) – perhaps, maybe, it is possible. 

 by design (phrase) – deliberately, intentionally, on 

purpose, purposefully. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 consolidate (verb) – strengthen, make stronger, 

reinforce, fortify. 

 aggregate demand (AD) (noun) – it is the total 

demand for final goods and services in an economy 

at a given time. 

 heartening (adjective) – encouraging, promising, 

hopeful, reassuring. 

 uptick (noun) – a small increase or upward trend. 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, display, 

demonstrate, reveal, exhibit. 

 year-on-year (adjective) – year over year (for 

comparison). 

 jump (noun) – rise, increase, upturn. 

 fixed capital formation (noun) – the process of a 

firm increasing its stock of fixed capital (i.e. capital 

invested in fixed assets such as buildings, 

equipment, and machinery). 

 gross fixed capital formation (GFCF) (noun) – 

(formerly gross domestic investment) Gross fixed 

capital formation is essentially a net investment. It 

is a component of the Expenditure method of 

calculating GDP. To be more precise Gross fixed 

capital formation measures the net increase in fixed 

capital. 

 come to naught (phrase) – fail, be defeated, be 

unsuccessful, be in vain. 

 underutilised (adjective) – underused. 

 tighten the purse strings (phrase) – to have control 

of or restrict spending of money (by a family, 

company, country, etc.). 

 Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) (noun) – 

Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) is a monthly 

business survey data provided by IHS Markit. The 

monthly data are derived from surveys of senior 

executives at private sector companies. PMI data is 

used for accurate and timely insight into the health 

of a particular economy. The PMI data are used by 

financial and corporate professionals to better 

understand where economies and markets are 

headed, and to uncover opportunities. 

 salutary (adjective) – practical, valuable, 

helpful/useful, beneficial. 

 add to (phrasal verb) – increase, augment, 

enhance, boost. 

 Inflationary/price/cost pressures (noun) – the 

demand and supply-side pressures that can cause a 

rise in the general price level; cost-push inflation, 

hot-economy, deficit finance. 

 inflationary (adjective) – tending to cause 

monetary inflation. 

 pressure (noun) – demand. 

 ramp up (phrasal verb) – increase (in amount or 

number).  
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